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WEST  ASHFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT,  KENT 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year,  1972 


Mr „  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1972. 
Population 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was 
16,240  which  is  an  increase  of  240  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Live  Births  and  Birth  Rate 


The  number  of  births  was  170  which  was  a  decrease  of  61  from  that  of  the 
previous  year  and  the  crude  birth  rate  was  accordingly  10.5,  this  becomes  10.3  after 
adjustment  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  which  is  computed  from  a 
population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution  and  was  lower  than  that  of 
14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  and  Rate 

There  were  no  stillbirths  registered  and  the  stillbirth  rate  was  accordingly 
nil,  compared  with  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

There  were  two  infant  deaths  (1M.  &  IF.)  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was 
accordingly  12.0  and  was  lower  than  that  of  17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  hard  core  of  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  (i.e.  stillbirths  and  infant  deaths 
under  one  week  age)  is  prematurity,  asphyxia  and  atalectasis,  birth  injuries  and 
congenital  malformations  and  the  chief  maternal  factor  is  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

This  rate  was  nil,  as  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  due  to  pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  abortion  which  is  a  reflection  of  the  high  standard  of  modern  obstetric  practice. 

Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  232  (85M.  1^  F.)  and  the 
crude  death  rate  was  14.3;  this  comparatively  high  rate  was  due  to  the  naturally 
higher  mortality  in  Hothfield  Hospital  which  accommodates  chronic  sick  patients 
and  from  which  deaths  are  assigned  to  the  District  when  patients  have  been  resident 
for  more  than  six  months.  The  Registrar  General's  Comparability  Factor  which  is 
computed  from  a  population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution  takes  this 
into  account  and  the  adjusted  rate  was  9.2  which  was  lower  than  that  of  12.1 
for  England  and  Wales. 


.V 

4  + 

« 


. 


•  1  • 

M 

■ 


~2° 


The  majority  of  the  deaths  were  from  natural  causes  amongst  the  aged, 
namely  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System  of  which,  there  were  124  out  of  the  total  of  232  deaths. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  (Coronary  Thrombosis  arid  Coronary  Atheroma)  was  the 
cause  of  54  of  those  deaths.  These  were  in  the  following-  age-groups 
1  between  45  “54,  3  between  55  -  64,  15  between  65  -  74  and  35  over  75  years. 
The  great  majority  of  deaths  were  over  65  years,  those  in  the  age  group  over 
75  years  having  been  the  highest.  Although  these  figures  are  small  for  any 
valid  inference,  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  deaths  were  in  old  age  conforms 
with  the  usual  pattern  and  would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  is  primarily  a 
degenerative  or  senile  disease. 

Coronary  Atheroma  of  the  Heart  is  not  an  uncommon  cause  of  death,  often 
unsuspected  in  life,  as  revealed  by  post-mortem  examinations. 

Cancer,  as  invariably  in  previous  years,  was  the  second  highest  cause  of 
deaths,  34  having  been  r egi stered  in  the  following  age-groups:-  2  between 
45  =-  54,  8  between  55  -  64,  9  between  65  -  74  and  15  over  75  years  of  age. 

The  mortality  increases w i th  old  age,  pari  passu  with  the  fact  that  medical 
advice  is  commonly  sought  too  late. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  was  the  cause  of  7  (6  M.  1  F  )  of  those  deaths  in  the 
following  age-groups:-  1  between  45  -  54,  2  between  55-64,  3  between  65  -  74 
and  1  over  75  years.  Generally,  the  majority  of  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the 
Lung  are  in  earlier  age-groups  than  those  of  other  forms  of  Cancer,  and  the 
fact  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  predominates  in  males,  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  inhalation  of  tobacco  smoke  is  a  precipitating  factor  amongst  those 
who  are  predisposed. 

Cancer  of  the  Breast  caused  3  deaths  in  the  following  age-groups:- 
1  between  55  -  64  and  2  over  75  years  of  age.  Having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  disease  is  insidious,  Cancer  of  the  Breast  in  comparison  with  other 
forms  of  Cancer,  is  not  difficult  to  diagnose  and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  the  patients,  many  of  whom  are  in  early  age-groups,  seek  medical  advice 
too  late. 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach  caused  4  deaths  in  the  following  age-groups 
1  between  55  -  64  and  3  over  75  years. 

The  other  causes  of  deaths  were  miscellaneous  and  there  was  no 
exceptional  mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Disease 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the 
year*  §  - 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  . o .  o«.  .o»  . © «  ...  o«.  12 

Infective  Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  . o «  ...  .oe  .oo  ..o  ...  1 
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Measles 

Measles  is  still  endemic  and  prevalent  although  vaccination  is  an 
inhibiting  factor  in  the  prevention  of  larger  outbreaks;  the  serious 
compliactions  of  former  years  are  now  relatively  infrequent  and  when  they  do 
occur  are  usually  treated  successfully  by  specific  anti-biotics . 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  Respiratory  or  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death  (1  F.)  aged  55  years  due  to 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis, 

New  cases  amongst  youth  are  uncommon  to-day  compared  with  the  relatively 
larger  numbers  of  previous  decades  and  is  a  reflection  of  the  valuable  work 
of  the  Tuberculosis  and  Mass  Radiography  Services,  including  B.C.G,  vaccination. 

Food  Poisoning 


Cases  or  suspected  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  are  still  required  to  be  notified. 
There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the  year.  This  fact  is 

an  excellent  tribute  to  the  invaluable  routine  preventive  work  in  Food  Hygiene 
carried  through  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

Infective  Jaundice 


There  were  no  cases  of  Infective  Jaundice  notified  during  the  year. 
Outbreaks  are  rare  due  chiefly  to  the  generally  higher  standards  of  hygiene 
to-day. 

Meningitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  Meningitis  notified  during  the  year.  This  serious 
infection  was  common  during  the  War  when  a  large  number  of  soldiers  was 
billetted  in  the  Urban  Area,  but  since  then  cases  have  been  few  and  isolated. 
Occasionally  isolated  cases  of  Aseptic  or  Virus  infection  occur. 

Inf luenza 

Fortunately ,  there  was  no  outbreak  of  this  dangerous  infection  during 
the  w inter  months. 

A  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  prevalence  of  serious  Infectious  Diseases 
has  been  reached,  in  prevention  and  treatment.  For  example,  the  remarkable 
advance  in  this  Century  of  medical  science,  with  emphasis  on  the  last 
40  years,  has  prevented  by  vaccination  and  immunisation  lethal  and  disabling 
infections  such  as  Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  recently 
Measles  and  German  Measles  and  by  treatment  with  specific  Anti-biotics  and 
Sulpha  drugs,  diseases  caused  by  bacteria  such  as  Acute  Meningitis,  the 
Pneumonias,  Puerperal  Sepsis,  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Typhoid,  Paratyphoid 
Fevers,  and  Food  Poisoning  etc. 

Influenza,  which  is  still  epidemic  in  the  winter  months  is  by  and  large 
the  most  dangerous  infection  and  it  is  still  equivocal  whether  vaccination  is 
preventive,  unless  a  vaccine  specific  to  the  strain  which  is  likely  to  become 
epidemic  is  prepared  in  time  before  th~  epidemic  occurs. 
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All  virus  infections  per  se  do  not  respond  to  treatment  by  the  Anti¬ 
biotics  or  sulpha  drugs,,  but  fortunately  serious  complications  caused 
by  bacteria  usually  respond  successfully  to  treatment. 

Vaccination  against  the  virus  of  Measles  has  recently  been  introduced, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  biennial  outbreaks  which  occur  will  be  eventually 
controlled.  Vaccination  is  available  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and 
from  the  Family  Doctor. 

Vaccination  against  German  Measles  has  also  been  recently  introduced 
for  girls  aged  about  11  “14  years  which  would  prevent  congenital  malformations 
amongst  babies  whose  mothers  might  suffer  from  this  infection  during  the  early 
months  of  pregnancy. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  was  discontinued  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 
on  the  30th  July,  .1971  as  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
consider  mass  vaccination  of  the  child  population  to  be  unnecessary. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  Public  Health  of  the  District  was 
very  satisfactory  throughout  the  year  and  I  would  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  you  for  your  interest  in  and  support  of  the  Department  and  also 
the  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  very  efficient  service. 

I  am , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  MARSHALL ,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
1 4 ,  Church  Rd . , 

Ashford , 

Kent. 


Tel.  No 


Ashford.  24411 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


FOR  1972 


Areas-  39,453  acres. 

Regi  strar -General  ’  s  Estimate  of  s  - 

The  Resident  Population  ...  ...  ...  16,240 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the 

Rate  Books  .  ...  ...  5,510 

Rateable  Value  . ..  . . .  . ..  ...  ...  £458,847 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  .  ..  ...  ...  £4,200 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


West  Ashford  Rural  District  is  predominantly  agricultural  in 
character  -  there  are  only  a  few  light  industries.  The  Council  has 
been  a  progressive  Housing  Authority,  having  built  783  post  war 
dwellings  and  altogether  own  952  dwellings.  Generally  social 
conditions  are  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

West 

Ashford 

England 

& 

Rural 

District 

Wales 

Total 

M. 

F\_ 

1. 

Live  Births 

170 

91 

79 

Birth  Rate  per 

10.5 

14.8 

(a)  Legitimate 

159 

86 

73 

1 , 000  estimated 
resident 

(Adj us ted 
Rate) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

11 

5 

6 

population 

10.3 

2. 

Stillbirths 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000 

Nil 

12.0 

(a)  Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

total  (live  & 
still)  births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

- 

- 

3. 

Total  live  and 

Stillbirths 

170 

91 

79 

4. 

Deaths 

232 

85 

147 

Death  Rate  per 

14.3 

12.1 

1 , 000  resident 

(Adjusted 

population 

Rate 

9.2 

5. 

Deaths  from  Preg-- 

Rate  per  1,000 

Not 

nancy.  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

live  births 

— 

Available 

6. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Rate  per  1,000 

Under  One  Year  of 

2 

1 

1 

live  births 

12.0 

17.0 

Age 

(a)  Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1 , 000 

13.0 

17.0 

live  births 
(Legitimate) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 
(I llegitimate) 

Nil 

21.0 

7. 

Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000 

12.0 

22.0 

(Stillbirths  and 
deaths  of  infants 

under  one  week  of 
age) 

total  births 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent 

of  total 

.  live  births 

6% 

A 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEST  ASHFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

DURING  1972 


All  Causes  i 

Male 

85 

Females 

147 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

2 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung-,  Bronchus 

6 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

3 

- 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

6 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

3 

Anaemias 

1 

- 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

2 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

- 

Hypertensive  Disease 

— 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

19 

35 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

17 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

12 

36 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

5 

9 

Pneumonia 

6 

12 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

7 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System 

2 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

— 

3 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

— 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

— 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

— 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

4 
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Re-Inf  orcing 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

i 

i 

i 

i 

00 

73 

24 

33 

00 

CO 

rH 

Tetanus 

i 

i 

• 

i 

rH 

i 

00 

37 

41 

Diph./ 

Tet. 
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05 

76 

14 

m 

105 
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Antigen 
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i 

rH 

Primary 

Rubella 

I 

I 

i 

i 

1 

l 

- 

a 

05 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

i 

77 

1 

47 

rH 

I 

i 

i 

132 

Measles 

i 

24 

37 

05 

<o 

lO 

CO 

i 

83 

Tetanus 

I 

rH 

rH 

' 

1 

i 

rH 

16 

20 

1 

Diph./ 

Tet. 

i 

<N 

1 

1 

rH 

• 

i 

Triple 

Antigen 

rH 

71 

42 

<£> 

1 

i 

rH 

i 

121 

Year  of 

Birth 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1965  - 

1966 

1956  - 
1964 

TOTAL 
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Smallpox  vaccinations  at  County  Clinics  were  discontinued  as  from  30-7-71 . 
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The  Department  is  working  with  the  other  four  Health 
Departments  of  the  amalgamating  Councils  cf  District  13  and  where 
possible  integrating  forms  and  methods  of  procedure,  much  work  is 
necessary  to  ensure  a.  smooth  changeover. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  still  takes  up  time  in  the  disposal 
of  unwanted  and  abandoned  vehicles . 

Major  works  of  modernisation  were  required  to  the 
pulverisation  plant  but  the  other  facets  of  public  cleansing  ran 
well . 

This  year  the  Department  has  made  inroads  into  the  backlog  of 
inspection  work  concerned  with  the  Offices ,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  and  the  Food  ana  Drugs  Acts.  The  primary  concern  of  the 
latter  were  regular  visits  of  inspection  to  the  food  preparing 
premises  and  catering  establishments  open  to  the  public. 

The  improvement  and  repair  of  properties  has  taken  much  of 
our  time  but  has  resulted  in  more  houses  being  substantially 
modernised  and  having  the  inherent  defects,  such  as  absence  of 
damp-proof  courses,  eradicated.  Much,  of  this  is  due  to  the 
Councils  full  acceptance  of  its  duties  under  the  various  Housing 
Ac  t  s . 

Complaints  of  unsatisfactory  foodstuffs  are  fully  investigated, 
makers  contacted  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

Details  of  the  various  facets  of  the  working  of  the 
Department  with  comments  on  each  subject  are  under  the  following 
headings  §  - 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  mains  supply  for  the  district  is  distributed  by  the 
Mid-Kent  Water  Company .  Collection  is  from  the  North  Downs  at 
Charing  by  means  of  artesian  wells  and  is  stored  in  high  level 
reservoir  tanks  and  distributed  by  gravity . 
pi  Limbi  solvent. 


the  water  is  not 


be 


The  quality  of  water  suppl 
suspect •  Samples  are  taken 


red  by  private  mains 
regularly  and  owners 


continues  to 
informed  of 


the  laboratory  findings 
possibility  of  Mid-Kent 


One  group  is 
private  mains  t 


actively  pursuing  the 
o  their  properties. 


|  Statutory  Supply 
)  Undertaking 

i 

PumDi ng  St at x on 

( Raw 
( 

( T  re  a  ted. 

Houses 

Bac t er .1  ologic al  Exam . 

Chemical  Exam. 

No.  Sat.  Unsato 

;  j 

Sample 

Sat. 

156  156 

* 

110  :  110 
-so  73 

_ _ J _  _ . . 

18 

17 

7 

18 

7 

Private  sources  piped 
t  o  dwe 1 Xi ng  s 

15  7  i  8 

i 

Other  Private  sources 

i  =» 

- 

i 

“  ! 

Analysts  report  on  Mid-Kent  water  is 


as  follows  2- 


Chemical . Ex  ami  nation 


Parts  per . Million 


Amiiioniacal  Nitrogen  C.00 

Alburainoi d  Ni t  rcgen  0 . 00 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  3.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  None 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  27°C  0„12 

Alkalinity  (as  CACQ  )  245 

Hardness  (as  CACG  )“  carbonate  256 

non  carbonate  11 

Total  solids  (dried  at  130°C)  330 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  17 

Re  s i du al  Ch 1 o r i ne  0.15 

pH  7  o  36 

Iron  None 

Fluoride  0.11 


Bacte  riologl  cal  __  Examin  at  ion 

Number  of  colonies  developing  on  nutrient  agar  per  millilitre 

1  day  at  30°C  0 

3  days  at  22° C  0 


0  in  100  ml. 
0  in  100  ml . 


Eh.  c  t  e  i  a  of  I  ndi  cat!  on  Bn  nme r  a  ■:  1  o n 

Organisms  of  the  coliform  group 
Streptococci  Faecal 


Remarks 

The 
sui fable 
water  is 


c h emi c al  analysis 
for  public  supply 
very  good. 


indicates  a  pure  and  wholesome  water 
The  bacteriological  condition  of  the 


Op.AXNAGE,, _ SEWEZ4GB  AND  SEWAGE  DXSPOSAI 


Mudbiru.sai.ion  of  village  sewage  plants  is  taking  place.  The 
new  section  linking  Smarden  Bell  to  the  village  treatment  works 
.1.5  almost  c omp .1  e t e . 

^  Tlli  J°int  scheme  is  being  prepared  to  link  Pluckley  and 
kittle  .Chart 3  the  sewer  run  to  connect  with  Hothfield  and  the 

1:0  discharge  to  the  Ashford  Urban  District  Council  plant. 

The  Wes owe 11  mam  drainage  sewers  and  plant  is  well  on  the 
way  to  completion. 


hub lac  Co n v en i ence s 


The 


iciivfeuj.c/ices  a.  t  Stanhope  were  completed,  during  the 
year.  The  Council  now  has  lavatories  at  the  following  villages 


Chairing  „  .  « 
Hothfield  . 


«®o©oooooa©oo«#os(»ooooo©©o 


9ooooGooa>eoo  o  ©  u  a  e  o 


c*  ©  u  o  o  © 


Stanhope 


ooo.ooofco.sooeaoosooeo*, 


Smarden  . . 


0000©Q®e©00©o©®©00©00©00©0 


Ladies 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Gentlemen 


1 

2 

i 


^Tere  13 ^ stall  sporadic  vandalism  to  the  equipment  but 
there  as  a  reduction  overall  in  the  damage  done. 

ss dog!  Empt yi ji g . S„er v :L c e 

This  essential  service  is  very  much  in  demand  to  maintain 
regular  house  clearance  and  to  lessen  overflow  nuisances  in  the 
da  t  c  h  n  e  t  wo  rk. . 


1  (shared  wri 
publi c 

house 


Some  joint -use  cesspools  are  emptied  at  regular  periods  to 
lessen  pub  arc  health,  nuisances  whilst  the  normal  house  tanks  are 
emptied  on  request  at  six  monthly  intervals  as  a  charge  on  the  rates 

rh-- 3  system  obviates  unnecessary  emptyings  as  is  evidenced  in  the 
toll owi no  t ab 1 e . 


Kepaymen t  work  is  carried  out  to  properties  requiring 

additional  emptying .  The  team  was  subject  to  a  Work  Study  duri 
the  year. 


ng 


Staff 


.  T 


D .  HopKi n s 
A.  BurchelL 


1 500  gall,  t  anke r 
1500  gall,  tanker 


Private  Cesspool s/Septic  Tanks 


r - - - - - 

| 

t — — —  — .  . . 

Total 

Not 

. 

Emptied 

Emptied 

Village 

• 

r  1 
Cesspools 

Bird  tied 

£ 

Once 

Twice 

i 

;  Re  t h e r  s den 

151 

70 

70 

11 

!  Charing 

234 

108 

80 

46 

j  Eger ton 

182 

/  o 

76 

30 

|  Great  Chart 

74 

C  cr 
~'5 

35 

4 

i 

|  Ho tb.fi eld 

Cl )  / 

In 

15 

7 

1 

Kmgsnorth 

j 

78 

29 

29 

20 

Little  Chart 

i 

38 

16 

16 

6 

1  Pluckl ey 

J  * 

13& 

.36 

56 

26 

\ 

!  Shadoxhurst 

85 

35 

15 

Smarden 

144 

64 

64 

16 

We st we 11 

133 

50 

50 

33 

"*  p  Q  d 

c.*  7  -i 

.  „  . 

SS4 

52  6 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 


SI aught q rhou s e  s 

There  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district .  One 
is  used  for  private  killing  to  supply  a  retail  shop  and  the  other 
Tor  wholesale  supply.  The  latter  is  to  be  further  modernised  and 
improved  to  supply  Common  Market  countries. 


Overtime  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  Meat  Inspector 
copes  with  the  kill  and  only  requires  relief  at  holiday  periods, 
sickness  or  peak,  killing  periods.  The  100%  inspection  is 
maintained  at  all  times. 

Although  less  hours  were  worked  some  2,000  extra  carcases 
were  inspected.  The  following  shows  the  receipts  to  the  Council 
from  slaughterhouses  as  i  nspection  fees  s- 

£ 

21.05 


Pluckl ey 
Charing 


d000<*«e0«3Q«»4»<9e«00<»C«0* 


O  9  t>  ®  O 


OOe«oo*aoea«oeoeooeo 


012.93 


2-'^ 


Total 


eoe«o«eo» 


o  •  >  oa  n  ‘ 

"■Uw'  "t  0  O  - 


( lJ22X-j£isit£S^-jLri . bracket 


£ . iind,.Xoji.d.eioi.atx.c^ns 

sJ 

/■ 


r 

I 

: 

j 

Cattle 

» 

Exciuamg  \ 
Cows 

! 

5 

s 

; 

1  Number  killed 

1  and  inspected 

26 2^ 

(2621 ) 

I  ALLJXISEASE& 

EXCEPT 

1  TUBEPCULOSI S 
. 

|  Whole  Carcases 
{  condemned 

: 

; 

| 

1  ! 

(i)  | 

? 

;  Carcases  of 
| 

I  which  some 
j  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

^  \ 

\ 

478 

(574)  | 

i 

tows 


T 

I 
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Caiues 


and 
Lamb  s 


Pigs 


Total 


1831 

(3163) 


189 
(58 
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25301  ;  22343  I 

(22759)  |  (21485)  j 


52291 


( 50610) 
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12 
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• 

j 

r”  ”  '  1 
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f 5384 } 
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affected  with 
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other  than 
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Details  of  Whole  Carcases  Condemned 


Cat  tie  exc 1 udi no  Cows 


1  Carcase  and  all  organs 


Fy  aemi a 


Cow? 


Total 


»  »  Q  U  »  «  C  *  ti>  ® 


Details  of  Foodstuffs  of  All  Type s  Condemned 


lbs 


170 


1 

•X 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

391 

1 

Carcase 

and 

al  1 

organs 

Sep tic  Pneumoni a 

325 

Calves 

2 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Immature 

35 

Sheep  and 

Lambs 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Acute  Anaemia/Oedema 

30 

'H 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Internal  Septic  Sac 

40 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Septic  Pneumonia 

50 

1 

Caro  as e 

and 

all 

organs 

Arthritis  and  Emaciated 

20 

1 

oar case 

and 

all 

organs 

A r t hritis /Oedema/Par  a s i t i c 

25 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Ur aemi a 

35 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Le  ukemi a/Feve red 

60 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Fevered 

50 

.1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Acu t  e  Pe r i t oni t i s 

40 

I 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Severe  Bruising 

38 

i 

X 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Mu  1 1  i  p  1  e  Turno  u  r  s 

45 

9 

Carcase 

s  and 

.  al  1 

.  organs 

Oedema/Em aci at  ed 

60 

4 

Carcase 

s  and 

.  all 

.  organs 

Emaciatl.on 

84 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Abnormal  Swel 1 i ng 

70 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Sep t i  c  Gl.  ands/Emaci  at i  on 

180 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

organs 

Multiple  Abscess 

60 

1 

Carcase 

ana 

all 

organs 

Fevered 

90 

1 

Carcase 

and 

all 

org ans 

Py aemi a 

103 

3. 

Carcase 

and 

all 

o  r  g  an  s 

Lymphati c  Leukaemi a 

90 

o 

Car  case 

s  and 

.  all 

organs 

Emaciation 

330 

a }  SI au g h ter h ou s e  s 


whole  carcases 
mi scell aneous  meat 
edible  offal 


2421  lbs. 
4473  lbs. 
27014  lbs. 


b)  Shops  etc.  -  voluntary  surrender 


33908  lbs , 
688  lbs 


170 


716 


35 


577 


i  o  a 


2421  lb 


34596  lbs. 

Total  Foods 'cuffs  Condemned  s  --5  *  co  s  8  cwt .  3  qtr.  16  lbs 


7  - 


.Knacker  s  Yard  (Of  f  ensive  Trades 'j 

This  isolated  plant  is  maintained  as  a  family  concern.  Horses 
and  other  farm  stock  are  killed  humanely  and  in  the  prescribed 
manner  laid  down  in  Regulations.  It  forms  a  useful  avenue  for  the 
farming  community  to  dispose  of  old,  sick  and  dead  animals.  All 
meat  is  sterilized,  and  sold  from  the  owners  pet  food  shop  in  the 
adjacent  urban  district c  The  premises  and  equipment  are  kept  in 
a  manner  equal  to  any  slaughterhouse  where  the  food  is  for  human 
c  o  ns;)  Tip  t  ;I  on  u 

There  were  14  visits  of  inspection  two  of  which  were  in  the 
company  of  a  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheri.es  and  Food. 


Throughput  for  1972 


Horses 

79 


Bu  1  Is/  Cows 
293 


Calves 

100 


Cattle 


1  *2*7 

— L  . _ s'  ‘ 


Donkey : 

5 


Rams. 

1 


97  blood  tests  were  taken  all  were  negative. 

Food  Freni  aes_ 

Routine  visits  were  maintained  during  the  year  and  generally 
standards  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Improvement s  have  been 
completed  or  are  in  progress  in  a  variety  of  premises. 

Food  premises  in  the  district  are  made  up  as  follows 


Public  Houses  (full  meals) 

Pub  .1 1  c  Hou  s  e  s 

Oaf  e  s  and  R< 2  s  t  au  r  an  t  s 

Butchers 

Gr e  eng rocers 

Gene r al  Fro vi si on 


.ed  Fish  and 


Chip  Shop; 


Fr. 

Creamery 
Conf ec t loner 3 
Baker! es 
Food  Fac t  or y 

Food  Stalls  and  Petrol  Station  Kiosks 
Nur s i ng  Home  Ki t ch an s 
Slaughter hou  se  s 


15 

15 

6 

7 

o 

C"  o> 

fj> 


4 

2 

1 

*7 


1 


Total  Visits  ~  406 

No.  of  Informal  Letters  sen- 


47 


Pufoli c  House s 


No.  of  inspections  made:--  67" 


97 


Several  public  houses  have  been  improved.  The  trend  to 
provide  meals  has  developed  resulting  in  improvements  to  toilets, 
washing  facilities,  kitchens  etc.  Alterations  to  other  premises 
are  in  progress. 


Cafe  5  and  Re s  t  aur ant s 


No,  of  inspections  made ; -  54 

Hygenic  food  preparation  is  a  major  concern  of  the  Department 
and  this  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  inspections  made  to  these 
premises o  Advice  to  food  handlers  is  given  at  every  opportunity. 

Bn. t che r s  Shops 

•No.  of  inspections  made ; -  40 

All  are  operating  satisfactorily.  The  proprietors  own 
high  personal  standards  of  hygiene  are  the  main  contributing 
factor . 


Grocers,,  Greengrocers  and  Confectioners 
No.  of  inspections  made s -  131 


Generally  these  premises  are  operating  to  satisfactory 
standards.  Improvements  to  some  of  the  older  premises  have 
either  been  carried  out  or  are  in  progress. 


Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shop 

No.  of  inspections  made : -  6 


These  premises  are  operated  to  a  very  satisfactory  standard, 
and  in  fact  have  been  further  improved  by  the  owners  this  year. 


ice  Cream . Premis es 

No.  of  inspections  made 


40 


All  these  premises  operate  mainly  as  other  food  businesses 
With  one  exception  all  sell  pre-packed  ice  cream.. 


Creamery 

No.  of  inspections  made:-  2 

The  structural  aspects  of  these  premises  were  satisfactorily 
maintained  during  the  year.  Responsibility  for  the  equipment  and 
processes  carried  out  is  that  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 


Milk  Distr i but o rs 

No.  of  registered  premises:-  28 

Only  three  premises  are  storage  depots  from  which  local 
deliveries  are  made  the  remainder  are  retail  shops. 

Bakehouses 

No.  of  inspections  made : -  13 

Both  bakehouses  have  operated  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  Major  structural  alterations  are  pending  in  one  case. 


9 


Food  Factory 

No.  of  inspections  made:-  12 

This  factory  processes  peanuts  and  has  recently  installed 
additional  electronic  equipment  to  improve  detection  of  bad  nuts 
and  foreign  bodies.  Satisfactory  standards  of  hygiene  were 
maintained. 


Mobile  Food  Vehicles 

No.  of  inspections  made;-  20 

Vehicles  are  checked  and  inspected  whenever  found  operating 
in  the  district.  Adjoining  authorities  co-operate  in  helping  to 
maintain  statutory  standards. 

The  one  food  stall  operating  at  Hothxield  Common  for  part 
of  the  year  was  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Food  Condemnations  and  Comp 1 ai n t s 

Foods  condemned  as  a  result  of  refrigerator  failure  were 
again  in  the  majority.  Suspected  unsound  foods  from  wholesale 
and  retail  outlets  were  inspected  on  request  on  many  occasions 
during  the  year. 


Eleven  consumer  complaints  were  received,  three  concerned 
mouldy  food,  four  foreign  bodies,  three  stale  food  and  the 
remaining  one  a  dirty  milk  bottle.  Full  investigations  were 
made  in  all  cases  and  detailed  explanations  received.  Most 
were  dealt  with  by  sending  warning  letters,  but  a  successful 
prosecution  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  suppliers  of  the  milk 
bottle . 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  notified  to  this  Department  by  local  medical 
pr  ac  t i t i oner s . 

Sampling  by  County  Sampling  Officer 

The  following  details  are  of  samples  taken  with  the  rural 
dsitrict  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  The  figures  were 
furnished  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  which  is  the  responsible 
authority  for  this  purpose; 


Sat . 


Milk  ........ 

Tinned  meats, 
Tea,  coffee, 
cordials  .  .  . . 


0  0  0  6  0  0 

meat , 
cocoa, 

O  0  •  o  •  • 


•  06000  60600006  000000000060  • 
fish,  fish  and  meat  pastes 
beverages ,  mineral s  and 

•  060600000006  60066000600606 


Jams,  preserves,  honey,  jellies  .............. 

Dried  fruit,  raw  fruit,  vegetables,  tinned 
u — c  u  a  i.s  an*  d.  v  e  g  e  L  ala  1  e  s  .«..o..oe.o.oo.o..ooo.«.. 


Pickles,  sauces,  vinegar,  condiments  ........  . 

0.cu,q s ,  me  c r ine s  ......o.e...o...s....o.o.o... 

Beer,  wines,  spirits  ....... ......... ......... 

Miscellaneous  . . . . 


17 

8 

11 

1 

6 

2 

3 

3 

3 


54 

Untreated  Milk  - - 

0.8%  Extraneous  water.  Follow-up  sample  satisfactory 


Unsat . 
1 

1 


2 
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HOUSING 


Grant  Aid:  House  Improvements 

Since  the  Government  raised  the  ceiling  of  Grant  Aid, 
owners  have  in  many  cases  forsaken  Standard  Grants  for 
Discretionary  ones.  The  Council  has  always  maintained  a  belief 
in  the  rentention  of  houses  by  improvement,  and  fully  support  the 
scheme.  National  propaganda  is  still  using  all  mediums  to  put 
over  to  owners  the  value  of  modernisation. 


Approvals  during  1973 


Standard 

Grants 


Di  scretionarv 
Grants 


Owner /occupier  ....>..0000.0000.. ...  5 

Em.pt  y  or  Hen  ted  .<,0..o.0. .<>..«. <,<>».  6 

Amount  Approved  .........oo.oo.o...  £3357 

The  following  table  shows  the  number 
and  completed  annually  since  1954:- 


38 


13 

£39 , 804 


of  properties  improved 


)■  — — — . — - r 

1 

! 

Di sere t i onary 

Amount 

Standard 

Amount 

Year  | 

Grants 

Gi  ven 

Grants 

Given 

|  1954 

5 

£866.00 

a 

1955  | 

44 

£8896.30 

— 

— 

1956 

63 

£16390.50 

— 

- 

1957 

44 

£13287.85 

- 

— 

1958  | 

o  n> 

£6542 . 82 

- 

— 

1959 

17 

£4386.46 

— 

1960 

14 

£4045 . 15 

— 

- 

1961 

30 

£10525.05 

9 

£1019.37 

|  1962 

26 

£9382.67 

12 

£1075.00 

1963 

13 

£6724.25 

11  1 

£906.23 

1964 

X4 

£3392.50 

17 

£1026.50 

1965 

9 

£3454.33 

19 

£3178.42 

1966 

8 

£3089.50 

16 

£2864.82 

.  1967 

3 

£1200 . 00 

20 

£4169.07 

|  1968 

1 

£400 . 00 

22 

£4112.88 

1969 

2 

£625.00 

16 

£3746.77 

1970 

11 

£7208 . 25 

15 

£3504.95 

1971 

28 

£21538.38 

14 

£3226 . 06 

1972 

48  |  £32597.57 

11 

£2588.94 

Total 

1 

504  j  £154539.57 

j 

182 

£31418.95 

Breakdown  of  Amenities  gained  during  1972:- 


Bat brooms  added  11 
Bathrooms  within  house  28 
Baths  42 
Basins  48 
W.C.  Suites  38 
Hot  and  Cold  3  pts.  41 
Hot  and  Cold  2  pts,  2 
Sinks  31 
Ventilated  Food  Stores  10 
He wiring  31 


* 


-  11  - 


Septic  Tanks 

11 

Add.  Rooms 

18 

Fart  Central  Heating 

9 

Damp - P r o of i ng 

31 

Essential  Rep ai r s 

50 

In s pec t ions 

Inspections  on  complaint  ( 

dwellings ) 

27 

Re - i n s pactions  o n  s e r vi c e 

of  no  t i c e  ( d we 1 1 i ng  s ) 

64 

Informal  notices  served  (dwellings)  8 

Informal  notices  complied  (dwellings)  8 

Statutory  notices  served,  (dwellings) 

Statutory  notices  complied  (dwellings) 

Houses  inspected  Hsg.  Act  1958/SS.16  2 

Under t akings  accepted 
House s  demo! .1  she d 

Total  visits  and  inspections  to  all 

classes  of  property 

Of  flee  inter vi ews 

Council  Housing  Programme 

No  council  houses  were  built  during  1972 e 

Building  was  commenced  on  a  block  of  old  peoples  flatlets 
ax  Charing.  The  programme  will  be  completed  in  early  1973. 

Tiie  property  to  be  named  Fym  House  will  have  26  flatlets  for 
single  people 9  four  flatlets  for  married  couples  and  one 
wardens  flato 


2 


2508 

1.79 


Number  of  families  rehoused; 
Number  of  families  on 
Hou s i ng  Li s t  at  31. 1 2 .1972; 


12 

147 


Hou  s e  Er ec t i on 


By  Local  Authority  ; 

By  Private  Enterprise; 


NIL 
'  28 


trosent  control 
Operator s 


Mr  o  T 


Else 


The  operator  is  enthusiastic  in  his  work  and  has  attended 
revision  courses  organised  by  the  Ministry. 

The  six  monthly  sewer  treatments  show  that  the  sewers  are 
practically  clear  of  rodents  except  in  two  small  areas  in 
Charing  and  S mar den . 

Notification  has  been  received  iron?  the  Mini. s try  of 
Agriculture 5  Fisheries  and  Food  that  following  test  trappings, 
three  farms  in  the  district  harboured  Warfarin  resistant  rats. 


o 


out  in  1972- 


Total  infested  by  (1)  Rats 

( 


>2)  Mice 


Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
no  t i f i c  at i on 

Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats 

(2)  Mice 


N umfo e  r  of  pr op e  rtie s  i r  d i  ?:  t  r 5. c  t 

Total  number  of  properties 
( inc iuding  ne ar by  premises ) 
inspected  following  notification 


summary  of  the  work 

carried 

Type  of  Property 

|  Non=- Agricultural  1 

Agricultural 

5222 

326 

j_ . . . . . 

| 

8 

29 

6 

39 

2 

46 

! 

21 

1 

| 

1  13 

5 

1 

i 

■ 

i 

> 

_ j 

- 

In  addition  to  rats  and  mice,  the  Department  was  called 
t  o  de  al  wi  t h :  - 


B' 


ees. 


'Jr!.' 


29 


Flies 
1 1 


Bee  1 1 e  s/Cockr o ache  s 


Flea 


Ants. 

21 


PUBLIC  CLEANS  INC 


During  the  year  the  Work  Study  Officer  carried  out  a  survey 
on  the  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  teams.  Arising  out  of 
this  operation  the  Union  and  the  Council  agreed  to  implement  a 
bonus  scheme.  To  date  the  new  service  has  worked  well.  During 
1972  there  was  little  change  of  staff  which  enabled  a  smoother 
working  than  heretofore. 


a )  Refuse  Collection 

Staff  ; 


b 


Vehicles 

Refuse  Dlspo sal 
St  af  f 

Vehicles 


c )  Plant 
St  af  f 
Equipment 


1  Foreman 
3  Drivers 
6  Loaders 

3  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatics 
1  Glover  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 


3  Drivers 

1  Paper  Baler  (spare  Refuse  Collector) 
1  Labourer 

1  C/H  Bu 1 1 do zer 
1  Tractor 

1  Weathexall  Front  Loader  Shovel 


1  Plant  Maintenance  Fitter 

Thompson  Fermascreen  Pulveriser 
Electric  Paper  Baler 
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d ) 


The  collection  of  salvag 
refuse  collection*  From  the 
to  the  men  as  a  bonus. 


e  is  still  carried  out 
salvage  collected  50% 


with  the 
is  returned 


duri na  th® 


The  following  table 
:ie  year .  Figures 


shows  the  receipts 
in  brackets  refer 


year 


e 


from  salvage 
to  the  previous 


Mixed  Waste  Papers 

(£2468.88) 

an d  c  ar db  o  ar  d 

£2600.69 

1  Metals,  rags  etc. 

(£208.09) 

! 

! 

j  _ 

!  Total 

£287 . 03 

(£2676.97) 

i 

£2887.72 

Outside  the  weekly  domestic  refuse  collection  much  work 
has  been  carried  out  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  to  clear 
hedgerows  and  verges  of  dumped  heavy  household  equipment  and 
other  impediments  left  by  irresponsible  members  of  the  public. 


CIVIC . AMENITIES 


Car  Remqy a!  s_ 

188  old  vehicles  were  investigated.  Some  of  these  were 
dumped  cars,  others  were  old.,  worn  out  vehicles  that  owners 
requested  the  Council  to  remove. 


The  cost  and  t 
dumped  cars  is  time 
run  for  the  Council 
This  is  nominal  £2. 
complete  cars.  The 


ime  involved  in  trying  to  trace  owners  of 
consuming  and  it  is  cheaper  in  the  long 
to-  p’ay  its  agents  the  fees  for  removal. 
50  for  wrecks  and  a  free  service  for 
cost  to  the  ratepayers  in  removing  these 


vehicles. 


potent! ally  dangerous 


an d  a  h acard  was  £242.50. 


CARAVAN  SITES 


a )  Private  Residential  Sites 

In  the  district  are  two  sites  both  licenced  for  30  caravans 
each.  Roth  are  situated  at  Charing  and  are  invariably  full. 


Many  couples  of  retirement  age,  opt  to  live  in  caravans, 
having  sold  their  properties.  Whilst  still  fit  this  situation 
seems  ideal,  but  as  illnesses  associated  with  age  occur,  the 
need  for  more  permanant  accommodation  is  apparent .  The  Council 
requires  residence  of  at  least  three  years. 

There  are  a  couple  of  small  sites  on  farms  without  licence 
but  under  the  control  ox  the  Caravan  Club.  These  are  for  short 
holidays  of  members  of  the  Club  only. 
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b ) 


Qsigs: 


The  Council  maintains  a  well -equipped  site  for  gypsy 
type  travellers.  Each  tenant  has  his  own  electricity  supply, 
W.C.,  and  shed  with  sink  and  running  water .  Space  is  provided 
alongside  each,  caravan  for  one  lorry.  The  site  though  open 
throughout  the  year  is  mainly  used  as  Winter  quarters  before 
and  after  agriculture  working „  There  is  a  good  standing  with 
the  local  inhabitants  and  the  children  attend  school. 

FACTORY  ADMINISTRATION 
Prescribed.  Particulars  of  the  Admini  strati  on 
of  the  Factories  Act „  1937 


Part 


of  the  Act 


Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
( including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Fremi se  s 


No . 
on 
Reg . 


(1)  Factories  in  which 
Se c t i o ns  1,2,3 , 4  and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Author! fc ie s . 


r  ° )  Fac 


T 


)  r act cries  not  | 

included  in  ( 1 )  in  which  l  43 


o  o  S 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  ( 
Local  Authorities.  I 


(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 
Author! ties  (excluding 
outworkers  premises ) 


T 


'Number  of 


Inspect¬ 

ions 

/  o  \ 

) 


A 

JL _ 


Written 

Notices 

(4) 


! 


j 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  under  Sections  1,2, 3,4, 
6  and  7  =  NIL. 


OFFICES,  £ 

Twelve  new 

reels 

152  routine 
ter . 

insp 

V  1  Ej  J!,  Jt.  C  -<i|t  1  _L.  ^ 


ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE 
EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 

END  OF  YEAR 


OF  PERSONS 
PREMISES  AT 


Cl; 


‘i-A.  »_  "aj/ 


of  Workplace 


T 


Offices 


Retail  Shops 


Wholesale  Departments , 
Warehouses 

Ca teri ng  E s t  ab 1 i shmen t 
open  to  the  public 


Canteens 


Fuel  Storage  Depots 


Total  ! 


Total  Males  j 


Total  Females  j 


Number  of  Persons  Employed 


/ 


2 
115 
16 

76 


234 


80 


154 


SHOP 


ACTS 


ADM I NI S TRATI ON 


Inspections  made  under  this  Act  were  carried  out 
with  visits  made  under  the  provisions  of  other  Acts. 


in  conjunction 


Except  for  Stanhope  estate  and  a  wholesale  case  and 
there  are  no  large  shops  in  the  area,  mostly  being  small 
shops,  the  majority  run  as  family  businesses. 


carry  store 
village 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  Council  for  their  continuous  support  and 
interest  during  the  year  and  to  the  staff  for  their  loyal 
co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Ar  t  hu  r  H .  Hay e  s 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


